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The First Bubble

In 1634, the Netherlands experienced a time called “Tulip Mania.” Tulips are
colorful flowers, and they became very popular in the Netherlands. People started
buying and selling tulips as if they were *valuable treasures.

At first, only rich people could buy tulips, and they *showed them off in their

gardens. But soon, (D even people who were not rich began to buy tulips, hoping to

sell them later for a higher price. This created a lot of interest in tulips.

Every day, the price of tulips went up and up. @ [ as / some / became / as /

a house / expensive / tulips ] ! People sold their land, homes, and all they had just

to buy these flowers. They were sure they would become rich when they someday
sold their tulips. But this did not last long. Everybody was buying tulips, but
nobody was really using them. Some people worried that nobody would want
tulips soon.

So in 1637, a few people started selling their tulips. Other people saw this
and sold theirs too, and quickly, nobody was buying tulips. Their prices fell,

and @ many people who had spent all their money on tulips could not sell

them. They lost everything.

Tulip Mania was one of the first *“economic bubbles.” Other big economic
bubbles were the Japanese *property bubble in the 1980s, the dot-com website
bubble in the 1990s, and the American housing bubble in the 2000s. Today, Tulip
Mania is a lesson about the dangers of buying something just because everyone

else is doing it.
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How to Spend Your Time

Traveling and staying home are two different ways to spend your time, and
each has its positives and negatives. Whether you choose to travel or stay home
depends on what you like and what you want to do.

Traveling is a way to see new places and experience different cultures. When
you travel, you can visit interesting locations, try new foods, and meet many types
of new people. This can be exciting and a good way to learn new things. For
example, if you go to another country, you might learn about its history,
traditions, and language. Traveling also lets you see famous landmarks and
natural wonders that you cannot find at home. These experiences can help you
grow as a person and become more open-minded.

However, traveling can also be expensive and takes a lot of time. You need to
plan your trip, pack your bags, and spend money on transportation, hotels, and
other things. Traveling can also make you tired, especially if you are always
moving from one place to another. Sometimes, being in a new place can be
stressful because you might not understand the language or the culture.

On the other hand, staying home is usually more comfortable and relaxing.

When you stay home, you are in a familiar place where you can rest and feel safe.

You do not need to worry about packing or spending a lot of money. Staying home
also gives you more time to spend with your family and friends. You can enjoy
your hobbies and take care of your responsibilities without the stress of traveling.

But staying home all the time can become boring. If you do the same things
every day, you might start to feel restless. This means you will want to do
something different and want to change because you’ve been doing the same thing
too much. This feeling is one of the reasons many people like to travel.

Both traveling and staying home have their own good and bad sides. Traveling
helps you explore the world and learn new things, but it can be costly and tiring.
Staying home is easy and relaxing, but it can get boring. The best choice depends
on what you want to do. Sometimes, a balance of both travel and time at home is

the best way to enjoy life.
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Answer the following questions in English.

1. What is the main purpose of this article?

A.

Make you want to travel

B. Compare staying at home and traveling
C.
D

. Relieve stress about traveling

Show the benefits of staying home

2. What helps people who travel become more open-minded?

3. What are the positives of staying home?

4. What are 4 reasons why someone wouldn’t want to travel?

5. What causes people who travel to feel stressed?

6. What is an example of a familiar place in your life? (Not your home)
Why is it familiar?

7. Circle T for true or F for false.

7.
1.
7.

Some people enjoy traveling because they won’t feel restless.
Traveling can be as cheap as staying at home.

People who travel can see things people who stay at home can’t.
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. There are various ways to improve your English. ( ), it is good to
practice speaking with native speakers or watch English movies with subtitles.
7. Aswellas 1. Incontrast 7. As aresult I. For example
2. Istayed home ( ) it was raining heavily outside.
7. because 1. so 7. although x. if
3. A:Hi, Sarah. ( )
B: Sure, what’s up?
A: I'd like to ask you for some advice about the project we’re working on.
B: Of course! What do you need help with?
7. How have you been?
-. Do you have a minute?
7. How are you doing?
TI. Do you have the time?
4. Ken’s dream is to be ( ), as he read a book about space travel.
7. adancer -. an astronaut 7J. a carpenter I. afarmer
. Can you show me ( ) this new software?
7. how I used -. when I using
7. how to use I. when used
. He told his team ( ) ready for the presentation.
7. is . will be 7. be I. tobe
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7 . This is the restaurant ( ) last week.

7. we visited -. which we visited at

7. in that we visited I. we visited in
8. The students ( ) about the trip are waiting in line.

7. excite . exciting 7. excitement T. excited
9. A:( ) your steak?

B: 1 like it rare, please.

7. Do you bake . What do you cook
7. Do you like I. How do you like
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Tokyo’s Average Temperature (2015-2023)
(4 53R
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